1 Figure S1 1 Time series of soil temperatures at -5 cm from sampling sites located along Tr1 in the period June 2012 -May 2013. Time series of mean ± SD (n = 3) soil water content at -5 cm from AWS 25 (25 m a.s.l.) and AWS 455 (455 m a.s.l.) for 37 three consecutive summer seasons (2011) (2012) (2013) 
were not considered in this figure in order to describe the surface cover in areas suitable for soil sampling (see Table S1 for 75 data including the stony areas). Table S1 93
Mean contribution of various types of soil surface cover and brief description of soils crusts predominant at particular 94 sampling sites. Means ± SE (n = 3) are given in the upper part of the 
97
Different letters indicate significant differences between sampling sites along particular transects (P < 0.05; upper part of 98 the table). Statistically significant differences are indicated by: * P < 0.05, ** P < 0.01, *** P < 0.001 (lower part of the 99 
